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1. Stone Gate

Welcome to Ssanggyesa Temple.

6Ssanggyed means O6a stream that forks into twob, an
that flowed along in front of it. The temple is also the home of traditional Korean Buddhist music and

hymns

The | arge boulder behind the building to the | eft
temple so we will enter the temple from here. The red writing on the rocks indicates the name of the
temple. It is said that, long ago, on ordemirthe king, a famous scholar inscribed these words with the

point of hiswalking stick

2. The First Entrance of the Temple

I f you follow the path to the temple across the two
in front spléndiyamdicolorfulgades a

This temple was built in 722. At that time the temple was erected alongside the enshrinement of
fragment of skull from the remains of a great Chinese Buddhist saint, which was brought here by a monk.
A story has been passéddo wn t hat when the monk brought the bone

enshrine it, but the owner of the bone appeared to him in a dream and revealed the proper location to him.
3. Two Gates
Now you will pass more gateways on the way to the temple.
At the first gate that you come to, you will seeo statues of boyseachrepresenting the wisdom and
truth of Buddha in addition to persorglardsof Buddha Their role is to compose and clear the mind of
those visiting the temple.
The second gate mdorned with thdour Heavenly K ngs t hat protect Buddhabés do
temple from all four directions. They permit Buddhist monks and temple visitors to concentrate on their

retreat by driving evil spirits away from their minds, removing flatgins and calming anguish within.

These wooden statues are around 1 meter larger than those found in other temples, and their state of

preservation is excellent. A fine example of 3@&rold Buddhist art, they are designated as regional



cultural heritges, in addition to the gate itself.

4. The Birthplace of Buddhist Music

If you pass through all the gates and entertéimeple yard, you will see a twatory wooden building at
the top of the front entrance steps. This is wiggempagone of the geres of Buddhist ritual music,
was createénd began to receive wide acclaim. It is also where the great mastersgsdrtrésofmusic

received their education.

A characteristic of this Buddhist music is that, as one of the three traditional forms ahKa®eal music,

it differs from Western music due to the absence of a defimgtim This is what makes it hard to learn

the music Many monks study the music as it is thought to be a part of the path to becoming a true
Buddhist monk.

I t 6s s amodk whdhfeuhded thiseéemplearned Buddhist music in China, and changed its form to
be more suited to Korean sensibilities.

5. Honoring the Monk

If you enter deeper into the temple grounds, you will see a large memorial stele towards the middle. The
monument was erected to honor the achievements of the monk who created traditional Korean Buddhist
music and hymns, and for this reason it is designat
additionally the most important cultural heritaggkat the temple.

The writing on the stele is the work of a great Korean writer and poet from long ago. It has over two

thousand characterand is regarded as the best epigraph in Korea.

6. Building of Enshrined Buddha

Now | et &8s g o ngwhere Buddha i$ emshrinedu i | d i
A wooden Buddhatatueis seated in the center of the buildinggddon his left side guides people to the
Buddhist heavenand anothegpdon t he ri ght side heals peopleds di se

who pray.

tis worthwhile seeing this building for its splendi

along with the pillars and decorated interior walls are all worth taking in.



The delicate shape of the hands and feet of the various Buddha stesidesthis hall is natural and
genuine, while the expressions of the Buddha statues in particular are deemed by mamyytbilbean

like and benevolent.

The fine colors and many characters portrayed in detail here in the Buddhist painting hangingails the

will help you understand Buddhist art towards the end of the 18th century.

7. The Enshrined Skull Bone of a Chinese Monk

Letds head towards the building that houses the sk
entered the temple. Frome bui l ding with the enshrined Buddha, |
valley and climb up the steep steps.

Theareasurrounding the temple was first developed when the temple was initially erected during the 8th
century, and thareaacross the \ey where we have just come from was developed a little later in the
early 17th centuryThis compound includes two buildings where monks study and meditate: New monks
study in one of the buildings, while resident monks meditate in the @&hew to theareais restrictedin

thesummerandwintdo ecause i tdés when the monks concentrate on
If you look inside the building, you will see a sewv&nry stone pagoda, and the skull bone is kept inside

it. The pagoda was @inally erected in another temple but mowedhis place This is the only stone

pagoda thdt keptin a building.

On either side of this building are two other buildings where monks train and metitatbuilding are

famous even now for being the tplm where several revered monks have practiced.

8. The Building Where Buddhads Doctrine Wa

In front of the building with the stone pagodaaisother structurevhere the doctrine of Buddha was

taught long ago.

Today, paintings such as that ouBdha givinghis teaching&nd one depicting his life are housed here.

The originals are stored in a museum, so the ones that you see now are replicas.

In front of this building there is a famous spring. People have visited the temple from very long ago

because it was believed that drinking from the spri|



to drink from the spring on the left and men from the spring on the right. If by any chamae 6 r e n o't

feeling well it is recommended thgbutry drinking from here.



